Amendments to the Claims 
The following is a complete listing of all claims in the subject application with the 
status of each claim indicated in a parenthetical expression. The text of each claim under 
examination is presented, and currently amended claims are presented with markings to 
indicate the changes that have been made relative to the immediate prior version. 

1. (Currently Amended) A medical ventilation tube for placement in an 
anatomical structure comprising 

a hollow tubular shaft having a distal end for placement in the anatomical structure 
and a passage formed therethrough, said hollow tubular shaft being made of a first 
material having a rigidity to resist bending and maintain said passage in an open condition 
when said distal end is placed in the anatomical structure; and 

a flange extending outwardly from said distal end of said hollow tubular shaft, said 
flange being made of a second material having a rigidity sufficiently less than that of said 
first material to permit said flange to deform in response to contact with the anatomical 
structure during placement of said distal end in and removal of said distal end from the 
anatomical structure . 

2. -6. (Currently Canceled) 

7. (Original) A medical ventilation tube as recited in claim 1 wherein said first 
material is a metal and said second material is a polymer. 

8. (Currently Canceled) 
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9. (Currently Amended) A medical ventilation tube as recited in claim 8 1 
and further comprising a cylindrical section secured to said distal end of said hollow 
tubular shaft, said cylindrical section and flange being of integral one-piece 
construction. 

10. (Original) A medical ventilation tube as recited in claim 9 wherein said 
cylindrical section and said hollow tubular shaft have substantially the same outer 
circumference. 

11. (Original) A medical ventilation tube as recited in claim 10 wherein said 
cylindrical section and said hollow tubular shaft abut one another, and wherein abutting 
portions of said cylindrical section and said hollow tubular shaft are bonded together. 

12-21 (Currently Canceled) 
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